
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Friday, 29 April 2005] 

 p961b-961b 
Hon Alan Cadby 

 [1] 

HON ALAN CADBY 
Personal Explanation - Corruption and Crime Commission Investigation 

HON ALAN CADBY (North Metropolitan) [11.14 am] - by leave:  On Saturday, 9 April 2005 a story 
appeared in The West Australian, under the banner headline “Liberals press for corruption inquiry over voting 
reform”, by journalist Robert Taylor.  

The general tenor of the article was that the state director of the Liberal Party, Mr Everingham, had been 
involved in discussions with a longstanding member of the Liberal Party in which it was apparently suggested 
that I might change my vote if a couple of members of the Liberal Party resigned.  I make it clear to the house 
that I had no knowledge of the discussions between Mr Everingham and the member of the Liberal Party until 
the story appeared in The West Australian, and clearly I was never a party to the discussions.  The matter was 
referred to the Corruption and Crime Commission and the police.  The complaint was the subject of an 
investigation by the CCC to determine whether a breach of the Criminal Code had occurred by either Mr 
Everingham or the member of the Liberal Party.  Although I was not a party to the discussions, I cooperated 
fully with the CCC investigators to determine whether there had been an attempt by the state director or others to 
compromise my role as a member of the Legislative Council. 

Members will be aware that section 61 of the Criminal Code makes it an offence punishable by a seven-year jail 
term if a person is convicted of intimidation of any kind to influence a member of either house of Parliament in 
his vote.  The CCC has now completed its investigations and the commissioner of the CCC has written to me out 
of a sense of courtesy in the following terms -  

Dear Mr Cadby 

As you are aware from media reports and from your recent discussion with detectives from the Police 
Service Public Sector Investigation Unit, a matter was raised with both the Police Service and this 
Commission by Mr Paul Everingham, State Director of the Liberal Party of Western Australia about 
two telephone conversations he had with Liberal Party member Mr Rick Mincherton.  As you were 
allegedly referred to in these conversations I am writing to briefly explain how the Commission dealt 
with the matter. 

In Mr Everingham’s letter he advised that his conversations with Mr Mincherton were in connection 
with the electoral amendment bill currently before the Western Australian Parliament.  He advised that 
in these conversations there was some discussion about the vote that you might cast.  According to Mr 
Everingham it was allegedly suggested by Mr Mincherton that you might vote in a particular way if 
certain conditions were met.  It was stated by Mr Everingham that Mr Mincherton had made it clear that 
he was not acting on your behalf. 

The Corruption and Crime Commission Act 2003 (the Act) provides for the Commission to consider 
matters or actions of public officers that indicate ‘misconduct’ as defined under sect 4 of the Act.  In the 
circumstances described in Mr Everingham’s letter you are the only public officer the Commission 
identified.  With regard to these circumstances it was the Commission’s view that from the information 
provided in Mr Everingham’s letter and the evidence available there was no justification for further 
involvement by the Commission.  Accordingly the Commission informed Mr Everingham that it was 
not intended to take any further action with regard to this matter and our file was closed. 

In the public interest it is my intention shortly to make a brief statement to the press about this matter 
along the lines that I have explained. 

The letter is signed by Kevin Hammond, the commissioner. 

Mr President, all that remains to be established is who leaked the discussions between Mr Everingham and the 
member of the Liberal Party to The West Australian before the CCC investigations had commenced and whether 
the leaking of the complaint was intended to intimidate me in my capacity as a member of Parliament.  I advise 
the house that the police advised me that neither the CCC nor the police were the source of the leak. 

Mr President, I seek leave to table the letter from the CCC. 

Leave granted.  [See paper 283.] 
 


